
EASTER LILY DONATION List is on the insert in to-
day’s bulletin. Thank you to all of the donors. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Tue. evenings. For 
location call Renae M. (402) 419-4491. 

MOWING OF THE PARISH GROUNDS. We need you! 
Sign up now at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AAEA823A3FCC61-49023719-
stjames. Thank you to those who already mowed.  

CONFESSIONAL RENOVATION is completed except 
for a threshold & sweep. You can remain anony-
mous kneeling as in the past. You can sit by the 
new screen & go face to face. You can also move 
the chair towards the kneeler & confess anony-
mously. Come trust God who is Mercy. 

REMINDER– All ladies of the parish are members of 
our PCCW. Please give $10 if you haven't . The 
money goes to pay for a variety of expenses for 
the church & our CCD students. Thanks! 

God is good! All the time!  
Holy is His name! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICA-

TIONS & PCCW SCHOLARSHIPS APPLICATIONS are 
being reviewed. Thank you to those who applied! 

Knights of Columbus accept aluminum cans to 
recycle at Vinton Auto on north side of Cortland. 
Barrel is on Southeast corner of shop. 

THANK YOU to all who cleaned church for Easter. 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

As each one has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another as good stewards of 

God’s varied grace. (1Pt 4:10) 
Parish Offering    4/13/25 
Adult Envelopes $930.00 
Plate $878.25 
CRS Rice Bowl $115.10 
Total Deposit $1,923.35 

Liturgical Ministers for Sundays & Holy Week 
  April 19   8:30pm Easter Vigil April 26-27 May 3-4 May 17-18 May 10-11 

Saturday 
5:00 pm  

Reader Michelle Milke/Diana McCown Ron Eisenbarth Diana McCown Ron Eisenbarth Amy Larkins 

Acolyte Chris Hytrek/Volunteer (volunteer) (volunteer) Randy Eickmeier Kurt Larkins 

Server 1 Logan Wilken/Brooks Wilken Braxton Skillett  (volunteer) (volunteer) (volunteer) 

Server 2 Ryder Wilken Easton Schilbitzki  (volunteer) (volunteer) (volunteer) 

  April 20   Easter Sunday     

Sunday 
8:00 am  

Reader Ginger Jelinek Michelle Milke Joe Vinton Jerry Lentfer Chris Hytrek 

Acolyte Chris Hytrek / Volunteer Joe Vinton Chris Hytrek Pat Milke Scott Osterhaus 

Server 1 Volunteer Sam Robinson Jax Peterson Carter Stieb Carson Eickmeier 

Server 2 Volunteer Sawyer Robinson Drake Peterson Asher Stieb Parker Eickmeier 

Server 3 Volunteer     

Server 4      

       

Sunday 
10:30 am  

Reader Shirley Yates Larry Etmund Ginger Jelinek Larry Etmund Shirley Yates 

Acolyte Myron Heusinkvelt / Rod Boden Ron Boden Ron Eisenbarth Myron Heusinkvelt  Theron Troxel 

Server 1 Volunteer Sam Troxel Max Jacobson Sam Troxel Brady Troxel 

Server 2 Volunteer Mason Henn Finn Jacobson Mason Henn Ty Troxel 

Server 3 Volunteer     

Server 4      
Commentator Volunteer Lydia Dominy Paige Anderson Paige Anderson Lydia Dominy 

 Collection 
Counters 

Kassie Ebbers/  
Amy Argo 

Julie Pfingsten/ 
Laureen Ehmen 

Jeanne Egger/  
Lori Johnson  

Randy & Colleen  
Eickmeier/Amy Argo  

Jim Fuhrman/ 
Theron Troxel  

AROUND OUR PARISH 

PARISH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES: https://stjamescortland.com/ 

Tuesday Apr 22 7:30 pm Young Adult Bible Study (Call Renae at 402-419-4491) Parish Hall 

Thursday Apr 24 7:00pm Eucharistic Exposition Adoration Hour Church 

Friday Apr 25 8:00 pm AA—Hall Reserved Parish Hall 

Saturday Apr 26 6:30 am That Man is You Parish Hall 

Each week, we choose what will be done w/the 168 hours we have available to us. Good stewardship of time means 
we will share some of that time w/God in prayer, praise & thanksgiving, & some time caring for the needs of others. 

Blessed Mother Mary. Pray for us. 

St. Joseph. Pray for us. 

St. James the Greater. Pray for us. 

Online Giving to our parish is easy.  
During Lent we are reminded to develop a more 

conscious spiritual life & share what we have with 
those in need. One practical way to achieve this 
goal is to make the change to eGiving for your 
parish support. You can use our parish’s online 
giving platform, Faith Direct, to deepen your 
commitment to the church & the ministries you 
care about most. Your recurring gifts will sustain 
our mission month after month. You will also 
help our parish cut costs for envelopes & paper 
& allow our staff to spend less time processing 
cash & checks & more time on ministries. 
Sign up today at faith.direct/NE1020 or call FD 

Customer Service team- 866-507-8757.  
See our website at www.stjamecortland.com. 

Can help our parish easily 
& effectively communi-

cate w/ you via email &/or text. No password or login 
required. Please SIGN UP: 

VISIT stjamescortland.flocknote.com & follow the 
instructions.    OR     TEXT “STJAMESCORTLAND” to 
84576 & follow the prompts to enter your name & email 

address. Emails will always come from the address: 
mail@flocknote.com. You can unsubscribe at any 

time. The Diocese of Lincoln pays the cost. 

ST. JAMES BUILDING EXPANSION PLANNING-  
Check out the posters on the wall in the  
Parish Hall summarizing ideas submitted 
& prioritized by parishioners w/ stickers. 
DONATE FOR ST. JAMES BUILDING EXPANSION 

thru the Nebraska Catholic Day of Giving 

Join the Divine Mercy 

Novena for 9 days from 

Good Friday 4/18 to 

4/26. Prepare for Divine 

Mercy Sunday, 4/27. 

Divine Mercy devotions 

will be after Masses on 

4/27. More info at  

The Divine Mercy  

www.thedivinemercy.org/ 

St. James Catholic 
Church-Cortland 

Welcome to St. James Catholic Parish! 
We are very glad you have joined us for 
the public work of the People of God—  

to worship God. 
Ask if you need anything. 

Church Street Address: 500 W 1st Street 
Mailing/Rectory: 155 N Lincoln Avenue, 

Cortland, NE 68331 
Rectory Phone: 402-798-7335 

Church Office Phone: 402-798-0255 
Office e-mail: stjamescortland@gmail.com 

Website: www.wtjamescortland.com 
Facebook: St James Catholic Church of Cortland 

Fr. Thomas Lux, Pastor– Urgent: 308.991.4991 

Bulletin Announcements/schedule requests: 
Deadline is Wednesday, Noon (12 pm) to  

bulletinstjames@gmail.com. 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord +     April 20, 2025 
Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed;  

let us then feast with joy in the Lord. -1 Cor 5:7 

Sunday Masses: 
Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am &  

10:00 am 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses: See the current bulletin. 
Weekday Masses: Check the current bulletin for changes. 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday @ 7:00 am. 
Wednesday @ 6:30 pm. Saturday @ 8:00 am. 

Confessions 30 minutes before Sunday & Holy Day Masses. 
20 minutes before Weekday Mass. Also by appointment. Call to schedule 308.991.4991 

CCD (Religious Education)- Sundays 9:00 to 10:15 am during the school year. 
Kindergarten thru 8th Grades in Parish Hall. High School Class in North Building. 

Come 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION ADORATION on 
Thursday evenings, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
7:00 pm Exposition. (Solemn or Simple)  
7:05 pm to 7:55 pm Adoration.  
7:50p Benediction or Simple Reposition. 

MASS INTENTIONS MASS READINGS– Follow the Church’s liturgical life. 
Read the Sacred Scriptures before Mass. Try to join daily Mass. SJ– St. James Church. GCRC– Gold Crest Retirement Community-Adams 

HOLY SATURDAY: Rdgs. for Easter Vigil, which is an Easter Sunday Mass: Gn 1: 1 - 
2: 2 or 1: 1. 26-31a/ Ps 104: 1-2. 5-6. 10. 12. 13-14. 24. 35 or Ps 33: 4-5. 6-7. 12
-13. 20-22/ Gn 22: 1-18 or 22: 1-2. 9a. 10-13. 15-18/ Ps 16: 5. 8. 9-10. 11/ Ex 
14: 15 - 15: 1/ Ex 15: 1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 17-18/ Is 54: 5-14/ Ps 30: 2. 4. 5-6. 11-12. 
13/ Is 55: 1-11/ Is 12: 2-3. 4. 5-6/ Bar 3: 9-15. 32 - 4: 4/ Ps19: 8. 9. 10. 11/ Ez 
36: 16-17a. 18-28/ Ps 42: 3. 5; 43: 3. 4 or Is 12: 2-3. 4bcd. 5-6 or Ps 51:12-13. 
14-15. 18-19/ Rom 6: 3-11/ Ps 118: 1-2. 16-17. 22-23/ Lk 24: 1-12  

Sat. Apr 19 8:30 pm SJ Ted Fuhrman+ 

Sun. Apr 20 8:00 am SJ Dale Milke+ EASTER SUNDAY. The Resurrection of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ: Acts 10: 
34a. 37-43/ Ps 118: 1-2. 16-17. 22-23/ Col 3: 1-4 or 1 Cor 5: 6b-8/  
Sequence Victimae Paschali Laudes/ Jn 20: 1-9 or Mk 16: 1-7 or, at an aftern. or 
eve. Mass, Lk 24: 13-35. Easter Trid. ends after Eve. Prayer. . 

  10:30 am SJ For the People of St. James Parish 

Mon. Apr 21 Out of  Parish Intention of Donor Easter Monday: Acts 2: 14. 22-33/ Ps 16: 1-2a & 5. 7-8. 9-10. 11/ Mt 28: 8-15  

Tue. Apr 22 Out of  Parish Intention of Donor Easter Tuesday: Acts 2: 36-41/ Ps 33: 4-5. 18-19. 20 & 22/ Jn 20: 11-18  

Wed. Apr 23 4:30 pm GCRC Blessed Easter Season . Easter Wednesday:  
Acts 3: 1-10/ Ps 105: 1-2. 3-4. 6-7. 8-9/ Lk 24: 13-35    6:30 pm SJ Family of Patrick & Michelle Milke 

Thu. Apr 24 7:00 am SJ Intention of Donor Easter Thursday: Acts 3: 11-26/ Ps 8: 2ab & 5. 6-7. 8-9/ Lk 24: 35-48  

Fri. Apr 25 7:00 am SJ Intention of Donor Easter Friday: Acts 4: 1-12/ Ps 118: 1-2 & 4. 22-24. 25-27a/ Jn 21: 1-14  

Sat. Apr 26 Out of  Parish All Council of Cath Women Levels Easter Saturday: Acts 4: 13-21/ Ps 118: 1 & 14-15ab. 16-18. 19-21/ Mk 16: 9-15 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER: Acts 5: 12-16/ Ps 118: 2-4. 13-15. 22-24/ Rv 1: 9-
11a. 12-13. 17-19/ Jn 20: 19-31. 

Sat. Apr 26 5:00 pm SJ All Souls Day Intentions+ 

Sun. Apr 27 8:00 am SJ For the People of St. James Parish 

  10:30 am SJ Roger Miller+ 

  3:00 pm SJ First Communicants 

St. James the 
Greater  

(d. 44 a.d.) 
Feast day July 

We want you in it! We are creating a new PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY for St. James Parish.  

Please sign up NOW for your family’s photo shoot time slot. Photos taken in August & September.  
A printed booklet will be published & available to purchase for $15.  

Your family image will be available digitally if requested. Thank you!  
Direct questions to Liz Kucera & Denise Clements. Assistance signing up will be  

avail. in the Church entry after Mass. Thank you. To sign up scan the QR code or go to  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4EA5A82AA0F8CF8-54829665-stjames. 

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES duffle bag on coat rack shelf, by 
the women’s restroom, w/ basic medical  

Decorating, serving the liturgy, singing, praying, & loving. 

Confessions available before every Mass. Remember to go to confession in the Easter season. Come to God who is Mercy! 
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Thank you to all who helped celebrate Holy Week & Easter! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AAEA823A3FCC61-49023719-stjames
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AAEA823A3FCC61-49023719-stjames
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AAEA823A3FCC61-49023719-stjames
https://stjamescortland.com/
https://faith.direct/NE1020
https://www.stjamecortland.com
https://stjamescortland.flocknote.com/
mailto:mail@flocknote.com
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/
mailto:stjamescortland@gmail.com
http://www.wtjamescortland.com
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=42b4f126acb5b0d1d&q=https://www.facebook.com/groups/416656508972320/&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwi0hY3ynKOMAxVFhYkEHedQHv8QFnoECAcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw386ijXwOzfIcpuloKd-bka
mailto:bulletinstjames@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4EA5A82AA0F8CF8-54829665-stjames
https://immaculateheartcounseling.org
https://www.womenscarecenter.org/lincoln
https://lincolndiocese.org/moms


AROUND THE LINCOLN DIOCESE (See www.lincolndiocese.org) & BEYOND 

Religious Sisters Vocation Prayer 

Please pray for young women to discern a vocation to Religious  
Sisterhood in our Diocese of Lincoln Motherhouses. 

Seminarian Vocation Prayer Calendar 2024-25    April 20-26 

Eli Reiter from  
St. Peter, Bellwood 

Propaedeutic 
Stage 

St. Gregory the Great 
 Seminary 

Please pray for young men discerning a call to the priesthood in the Diocese of Lincoln.  

Sign up to get Catholic Diocese of Lincoln event updates via flocknote. https://lincolndiocese.flocknote.com/ 

Christ is Risen!! Hallelujah! May the 
love & forgiveness of Easter refresh 
your marriage. Take time for your 

marriage by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience on: 
Sept. 19-21, Grand Island, NE. For 

questions, feel free to contact: Bren-
da & Gary Granger: 402-370-5839. 
Space is limited, so reserve your 

weekend early. For more info about 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter, visit 
www.wwme.org. Follow us on Insta-

gram & Facebook! 
@worldwidemarriageencounter. 

Ignite the Fire Festival  
Sat., June 21st The Oaks  

Amphitheater  
13611 Pioneers 

Blvd, Walton.  
4:00 PM– Outdoor 
Mass & Corpus 
Christi Proc. Confes-
sions, Adoration, & 
Prayer Teams 
5:00 PM & on –Live 
Music, & Food 
Trucks. Fireside 
Chats Local Chris-
tian Vendors, 
Bounce Houses, 
Giant Human 
Foosball Tourn. 
8:00PM Main Stage 
Performance (in the 
new amphitheater). Don’t miss VOTA. 

UPCOMING DESERT DAYS: Friday, April 25 & Tuesday, May 20. Day includes meditation, spiritual reading, rest, & outdoor 
time, avoiding over-planning or personal busyness. Arrive by 9 AM & depart in the afternoon at your convenience. A $20 
donation incl. lunch, or $50 for a private room (advance registration required for the room). No pre-registration is needed 

unless reserving a private space. Call 402-786-2705 with questions! Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House. 

April 25 Desert Day Fri. (Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel)  
April 30 - May 8 Ignatian Retreat: 8-Day (& 4 Days) w/ Fr. Gary Coulter & Fr. Christopher Barak 
May 9-10 The Power of a Praying Mother Women at the Well Apostolate 
May 16-23 Ignatian Retreat: 8-Day (& 4 Days)  w/ Fr. Gary Coulter, Matt Simmons & Jo Vasa 

OUR  LADY  OF  GOOD  COUNSEL  RETREAT  
HOUSE-  Situated amongst the rolling hills of east-
ern Nebraska, we offer the ideal atmosphere for a 
peaceful & fruitful time of recollection & deep prayer. Just 
as Jesus instructs His disciples to escape the noise of the 
world & “come away to a deserted place & rest 
awhile,” (Mk. 6:31) so, too, does He invite you to retreat in 

a calming silence to better know & love Him. We 
offer a wide variety of retreats that will allow you 
to return to your daily life refreshed & spiritually 

strengthened. If you have any questions/ to register: 
https://goodcounselretreat.org/. Phone: 402-786-2705. 
Email: office@olgcretreat.org. 7303 N. 112th Street, Waver-
ly NE 68462. See below to find the best option for you!  

POPE FRANCIS' 2025 MONTHLY INTENTION FOR APRIL- For the use 
of the new technologies- Let us pray that the use of the new 
technologies will not replace human relationships, will 
respect the dignity of the person, & will help us face the 
crises of our times. 

Rice Bowl Collection to 
help the hungry around 

the world was on Holy Thurs-
day.  CALLED TO SHARE BREAD 

FOR LIFE- As we witness the Last 
Supper & Jesus' gift of the Eucharist, 
we are reminded of our call to be 
bread broken for others. Let us 

draw strength from the Bread of Life 
& dedicate ourselves to serving our 
sisters & brothers who bear heavy 
crosses, bringing hope & the joy of 
the resurrection to the world. Go to 

https://www.crsricebowl.org/ to learn 
more. Please turn in the monies 
you have collected in your CRS 

Rice Bowl on one of the Sundays 
in the next couple of weeks. 

Thank you. 

Pontifical Good Friday Ho-
ly Land Collection- Pope 
Francis asks Catholics to 
support Christians in the 
Holy Land. Your support is 

essential to help the Church 
minister in parishes, provide 
Catholic schools, & offer re-
ligious education. PGFC also 
helps to preserve the sacred 
shrines of Christianity, in 

Jerusalem, Nazareth, Beth-
lehem, etc. When you con-
tribute to the PGFC, you 

join with Catholics around 
the world in solidarity with 
the Church in the Holy Land. 

Please be generous! Visit 
www.myfranciscan.org or 

www.custodia.org. You can 
give in an envelope marked 
“Holy Land” collection in the 

regular Sunday collection 
also. Thank you. 

Where Faith Meets Fun 

Weeknight Pilgrimage w/ Our Lady of Guadalupe: A story 500 years in the making 
comes to St. Patrick's Church- Manley on Thurs., 4/24, 7:00-8:30pm. Scott Watts will 
give an intriguing presentation on her 
image & story, suitable for the young 
& not-so-young. Just 45 mins north-
east of Lincoln. Everyone is invited.  

New Film on Carlo Acutis in Theaters April 
27-29 ONLY. Discover the incredible life of 
soon-to-be Saint Carlo Acutis in Carlo 
Acutis: Roadmap to Reality. This powerful 
new documentary film explores his life, lega-
cy, & the impact of technology on young peo-
ple today. Through firsthand accounts from 
family & friends, plus insights from Catholic 
leaders & tech experts, the film tackles urgent 
questions about technology’s impact on hu-
manity, holding up Carlo as a model for 
young people as they engage the digital 
world. Learn more at CarloAcutisFilm.com. 

LINCOLN DIOCESE CATH. CO. OF WOMEN SPRING BOARD MEETINGS are in Giltner 
& Aurora on Fri. afternoon, 4/25, & Sat. morning & afternoon, 4/26. All 
women welcome. Fr. Lux will be there. See www.lincolndiocese.org/lincoln-
diocesan-council-of-catholic-women/newsletters.  

CSS SUSTAINABILITY OPEN HOUSE, Thu., 4/24 at our newly renovated St. 
Joseph Ctr.- 2241 O St., Linc. 3-6:30 pm- fun activities for the whole 
family! Lots of great info about how to travel & live sustainably. 

Blessed Sacrament Church- Lincoln Block Party to celebrate the 75TH Anni-
versary of the church dedication on Sat., April 26. You’re welcome to help 
us, esp. past parishioners. Sat. 5:30 p Mass followed by a block party w/ 
food trucks, beer garden, & lawn games. Come help us celebrate!  

MARQUETTE MODEL OF NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING- Experience the benefits of 
combining modern technology with the science of natural family planning. 
Marquette Model offers greater objectivity & confidence in tracking fertili-
ty. Group & Private sessions avail. Self-paced online course, learn at your 
own convenience. For more info, visit FeminineGeniusMinistries.com. 

Thank you, Lord, for the moisture you have  
given us & for protection from storm damage. 
Please grant us the moisture we need & safety 
from storms. We trust you Lord that you are 

all good & all powerful & that you know what is 
best for us. All glory to you. Amen. 

Make your reservations for the 
MAGNIFICAT SPRING PRAYER 

MEAL- Sat., 4/26, 9:30 am at Dawson 
Hall, John XXIII Center, 3700 Sheridan 

Blvd, Linc. Guest speaker Anna 
Sullivan. From a small town in central 

Nebraska, Anna was Baptized & 
Confirmed in the Catholic Church, but 
left when she was 10 years old going 
with her maternal grandmother to the 

Presbyterian Church. When she was a 
Freshman at UNL Anna attended a 
non-denominational church with a 

popular youth program & committed 
her life to the Lord. She was baptized 

in the Holy Spirit, but the Lord had 
more for her. Come hear Anna’s 

inspiring testimony of her journey back 
to Christ’s Holy Catholic Church. Invite 

other women to join you in Catholic 
fellowship. Register at the following 

link: https://www.osvhub.com/
magnificatmorningstarchapter/forms/

april-prayer-meal-featuring-anna-
sullian. $22 for adults. Students $15. 
Deadline is 4/19. For more info text 
Rhonda L. at 402.525.6396 or call & 
leave a message. (Dawson Hall is 

handicap accessible through the east 
doors of the Chapel.) 

HEALING HEARTS: A 6-wk. session helping Catholics 
navigate thru the grieving process after experiencing the 
loss of a loved one- 4/22 to 5/27. Led by Sandy Danek & 
family therapist Holly Burns, who both have many years’ 

experience assisting individuals. Contact the Off. of Family 
Life to register at 402-473-0620. (Sugg. $25 donation.) 

2025 Eucharistic Pilgrimage from Indianapolis 
to Los Angeles– St. Katherine Drexel Route 
Ma 18 to June 22 

JUBILEE OF TEENAGERS:  April 25-27, 2025 
In anticipation of the Jubilee of Teenagers, set within a year-
long celebration of hope, we remember the words of St. 
Pope John Paul II in his message to young people for the 
12th World Youth Day: 

We are living in an era of great changes: the rapid decline of ideologies that 
seemed to promise a long resistance to the wear & tear of time; the tracing out 
on the planet of new confines & frontiers. Humanity often finds itself uncertain, 
bewildered & anxious (cf. Mt 9:36). But the word of God knows no decline; 
throughout history & among changing events, it remains firm & gives light (cf. 
Mt 24:35). The faith of the Church is founded on Jesus Christ, the one Savior 
of the world, yesterday & today & forever (cf. Heb 13:8). It gives Christ as 
reference for an answer to the questions rising up from the human heart in the 
face of the mystery of life & death. Only from Christ, indeed, can there be 
answers that do not deceive nor disappoint. Do not be afraid! Read more... 
https://www.usccb.org/resources/jubilee-teenagers-usccb-resource-packet-english#:~:text=The%
20Jubilee%20of%20Teenagers%20will%20be%20held%20from,packet%20is%20for%20anyone%
20who%20finds%20it%20beneficial. 

Christ the King Prayer 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, to you we turn in humble  

prayer. Look with favor upon all young adults, bearers of hope for the 
Church & the world. 

Jesus Christ, companion of young adults, bless the paths of  
discovery & discernment, through times of joy & experiences of 
hardship, with the constant love & support of your Church. 

Jesus Christ, alive in the hearts of all your people, grant that we 
may “journey together, young & old… to nourish our enthusiasm, 
cause dreams to emerge, awaken prophesies & enable hope to blos-
som.” 

Jesus Christ, Redeemer of all humankind, open our hearts to  
encounter all young adults, to accompany & be in community  
together, & as one Church, embark upon our holy mission. Amen. 

EASTER - THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb 
early in the morning, while it was still dark, & saw the stone re-
moved from the tomb.”, so she ran….. 

This woman, who once had 7 demons driven from her body by 
Jesus, was terrified at the sight of the opened tomb, remembering 
that two days before she had seen the massive stone rolled over 
the opening, sealing the burial place of the dead body of her 
Lord….so she ran…. 

Her greatest fear was that the Roman authorities or the Jewish 
High Priest had taken His body to hide from His followers; & as 
she had watched Him die, while standing at the foot of the cross 
with His Mother Mary, she had no second thoughts that He was 
alive & had escaped from the tomb after the bloody & agonizing 
death she had witnessed. 

   “So she ran  & went to Simon Peter & the other disciple 
whom Jesus loved, & told them, ‘They have taken the Lord from 
the tomb, & we don’t know where they put Him.’” 

Peter & John, confounded by what she was saying, also ran, 
John faster than Peter, & entering the tomb, they saw the burial 
cloths there, which had wrapped the body of Jesus. 

The tomb was empty. 

For they did not yet understand the scripture that He had to rise 
from the dead.  Then the disciples returned home.” 

Mary stayed outside the tomb, her fear & sorrow increasing, 
that Jesus innocent death was made more malicious by this dese-
cration of His body.  As she wept, she looked into the tomb, & 

saw two ‘angels’  where the body of Jesus had been.  Not aware of 
the meaning of this sight, she told them why she was weeping. 

They have taken my Lord, & I don’t know where they have laid 
Him.”  When she had said this, she turned around & saw Jesus 
there, but did not know it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking for?’  She thought 
it was the gardener & said to him, ‘Sir, if you carried Him away, 
tell me where you laid Him, & I will take Him. 

Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’  She turned & said to Him in Hebrew, 
‘Rabbouni,’  which means ‘Teacher’. 

In that one word, “Rabbouni”, lies all the Praise, Love, & 
Thanksgiving that Mary & all holy people can utter to our risen 
Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ. 

“Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, Exult,  
let Angel ministers of God exult, 
Let the trumpet of salvation  
sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph! 

Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her,  
ablaze with light from her eternal King,  
Let all the corners of the earth be glad,  
knowing an end to gloom & darkness.   

Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice,  
arrayed with the lightning of His glory,  
Let this holy building shake with joy,  
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.”…  (The Exultet) 

Love in the Spirit.  Joyous Easter!   -Diana  

-Parish Eucharistic Revival Point Person 
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