
AROUND OUR PARISH 
PARISH WEEKLY ACTIVITIES: https://stjamescortland.com/ 

Tuesday Dec 03 7:30 pm Young Adult Bible Study [Call Renae (402) 419-4491] Parish Hall 

Wednesday Dec  04 6:30 pm Christmas Play Rehearsal (starts after Mass ends) Church 

Thursday Dec 05 7:00 pm Exposition-Adoration Hour Church 

Friday Dec 06 8:00 pm AA - Hall Reserved Parish Hall 

Saturday Dec 07 6:30 am That Man Is You  Parish Hall 
Each week, we choose what will be done with the 168 hours we have available to us.  

Good stewardship of time means we will share some of that time with God in prayer, praise &  

thanksgiving, & some time caring for the needs of others. 

THE GIVING TREE– Take a Tag from the tree to 
shop for a Christmas gift for a child. All gifts left 
UNWRAPPED & NO BATTERIES. Place tag 
on the gift for the appropriate age level. The 
final date for collection is Sun., Dec. 15… shop 
early! Gifts will be delivered to Santa Cop Or-
ganization for distribution to young children. 
Wrapping Paper is appreciated for the organi-
zation to wrap the gift. 

Envelopes for POINSETTIA DONATION to decorate 
church are on the table in the main aisle. 
$10.00. You can indicate “in honor of” or “in 
memory of”. Put in collection basket. Names 
will be listed in the bulletin for Christmas. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM- Sun., 12/15, 
7 pm. Practices Wednesdays 12/4 & 12/11 at 
6:40pm.  

PCCW MEETING will be Wednesday, Dec. 11th– 
after 6 pm Mass. Bring an appetizer to share.  
If you would like to participate in the ornament 
exchange, bring a 5.00-$10.00 ornament/gift. 
Join this fun-filled evening of food & fellowship. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS is Fri,. Dec. 
13 & Sat., Dec. 14. All are asked to help the 
church cleaning in preparation for Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING OF CHURCH– Sunday, 
Dec. 15 after 10:30 am Mass. Could use many 
volunteers to help decorate for XTmas Season.  

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Tue. evenings. For 
location. Call Renae M. (402) 419-4491. 

MASS INTENTIONS Calendar is here for 2025 
requests. Thank you. 

THANK YOU to all who gave to the TREE OF 
WARMTH: CSS will give to those in need. 

THANKS to all who participated in Coffee & Rolls. 
THANK YOU to all who helped w/ ROGER  
MILLER’S FUNERAL MASS. May he rest in 
peace. 

Stewardship of Treasure 
As each one has received a gift, use it to 

serve one another as good stewards of God's 
varied grace. (1 Pt 4:10) 

Parish Offering 11/24/24 

Adult Envelopes $1,059.00 

Plate $948.00 

November Mass Stipends $190.00 

All Souls Stipends $450.00 

Contemplative Sisters $20.00 

Building Fund $20.00 

November Faith Direct $6,676.65 

Total Deposit $9,363.65 

Online Giving to our parish is easy to 
get started. Ways to sign up: On parish web-

site www.stjamecortland.com click on Online 
giving. OR Visit faithdirect.net/ne1020. OR Call 
Faith Direct Cust. Serv. at 866-507-8757. 

ST JAMES PARISH BUILDING PLANNING PROCESS: 
Expansion of our Parish Hall is needed to meet 
the our larger parish of 180 families w/ over 600 
souls. To tackle the space issues that come w/ 
our growth, we're starting a planning & program-
ming process to shape the future of our parish. 
We need your ideas & feedback as we work 
together to strengthen our community of faith.  

Here's how to get involved: 

Phase 1: Sharing Your Ideas:  
Interactive Posters– Drop by the south wall of the 

parish hall to share your thoughts on what's work-
ing, what's not, & what we want our parish to be. 
Please put your ideas on sticky-notes on 
posters in the Parish Hall.  

Online Survey: Prefer online? Use the digital 
survey so you can contribute from wherever you 
are. Https://www.surveylegend.com/s/5sm l 

Open Chat: The planning team is around to chat 
& answer questions along the process. 

Your participation will help us ensure our parish 
grows in a way that reflects our shared values. 
Together, let's envision & create a vibrant future 
for St. James Parish! Stay tuned for more details 
& updates. We can't wait to hear from you all! 
Pray & stay tuned for “town hall” style meetings. 

May God bless all of us. 

flocknote helps our parish easily & effective-
ly communicate w/ you via email &/or text. The 
Dioc. of Linc. pays the cost. No password or login 

is required. You can unsubscribe at any time.  

TO SIGN UP NOW: 
• Visit stjamescortland.flocknote.com & follow the 

instructions, or 
• Text the word STJAMESCORTLAND to 84576 & 

follow the prompts to enter your name & email 
address. 

Emails will always come from the address: 

mail@flocknote.com. 

Immaculate Conception    Liturgical Ministers for Sundays & Holy Days of Obligation  
  Nov 30-Dec 1 Dec 7-8 Monday Dec 9 Dec 14-15 Dec 21-22 

Sat. 
5:00 pm 

Reader Ron Eisenbarth Diana McCown 7:00 am Michelle Milke Ron Eisenbarth Diana McCown 
Acolyte Randy Eickmeier (volunteer)  Chris Hytrek  (volunteer)  (volunteer)  
Server 1 (volunteer)  (volunteer)  (volunteer)  (volunteer)  (volunteer)  
Server 2 (volunteer)  (volunteer)  (volunteer)  (volunteer)  (volunteer)  

       

Sun. 
8:00 am 

Reader Chris Hytrek  Jerry Lentfer   Joe Vinton Chris Hytrek  
Acolyte Tony Sullivan  Scott Osterhaus   Pat Milke Tony Sullivan  
Server 1 Rylan Hochstein  Simon Robinson   Carter Stieb Andrew Oelke 
Server 2 Reid Hochstein  Spencer Robinson   Asher Stieb Cooper Mason 
Server 3 Brayden Kuhlman  Jax Peterson  Liam Dush  
Server 4 Hudson Kuhlman  Drake Peterson  Kyler Beck  

       

Sun. 
10:30 am 

Reader Larry Etmund  Ginger Jelinek  7:00 pm Shirley Yates Karl Gramann  Larry Etmund  
Acolyte Myron Heusinkvelt  Ron Boden  Ron Eisenbarth  Myron Heusinkvelt  Ron Boden  
Server 1 Brady Troxel  Max Jacobson  Sam Troxel Myron Heusinkvelt  Brady Troxel  
Server 2 Ty Troxel  Finn Jacobson  Mason Henn  Ty Troxel  
Server 3   Crew Dummer   
Server 4      
Greeter Lydia Dominy Paige Anderson  Lydia Dominy Paige Anderson 

 Collection 
Counters 

Randy&Colleen  
Eickmeier/Amy Argo  

Julie Pfingsten /
Laureen Ehmen 

 Jeanne Egger /  
Grace Benes  

Jim Fuhrman / 
Theron Troxel 

Welcome to St. James Catholic Parish! 

We are very glad you have joined us for the 

public work of the People of God–  

to worship God.  

Ask if you need anything. 

Saint James Catholic 
Church of Cortland 

Church Street Address: 500 W 1st St.  
Mailing/Rectory: 155 N Lincoln Ave.,  

Cortland, NE 68331. 
Rectory Phone: 402-798-7335.  

Church Office Phone: 402-798-0255.  
Office e-mail: stjamescortland@gmail.com 

Website: www.stjamescortland.com.  
Facebook: St James Catholic Church of Cortland 

Fr. Thomas Lux, Pastor -  
Urgency: 308-991-4991 

Deadline for bulletin announcements/ 
schedule requests: Wednesday 12 pm (N)  

to bulletinstjames@gmail.com. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT    +    DECEMBER 1, 2024 
Show us, Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation. –Ps 85:8 

Sunday Obligation 
Masses-  

Saturday 5:00 pm  
Sunday 8:00 &10:30 am 

Weekday Masses– Check the current bulletin for changes. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday @ 7:00 am.  

Wednesday @ 6:30 pm. Saturday @ 8:00 am  

Holy Day of Obligation Masses: See the bulletin. 

Confessions 30 min. before Sunday & Holy Days Masses 
20 minutes before Daily Masses & by Appointment Call to schedule 308.991.4991.  

CCD– (Religious Education)- Sundays 9:00 to 10:15am during school year  
Kindergarten thru 8th Grades Classes in the Parish Hall. High School Class in North Building. 

Come to the Mercy of God. 

Thank you Lord for the moisture you’ve given 
us & for protection from storm damage.  

Please grant us the moisture we need & safety 

MASS INTENTIONS MASS READINGS– Follow the Church’s liturgical life. Read the  
scriptures before Mass. Try to join 1 or more weekday Masses.  SJ- St. James Church. GCRC- Gold Crest Retirement Community-Adams 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Jer 33: 14-16/ Ps 25: 4-5. 8-9. 10. 14 (1b)/ 1 Thes 3: 12 4: 2/ Lk 21: 25-28. 34-36  

Sat. Nov 30 5:00 pm SJ All Souls Day Intentions + 

Sun. Dec 01 8:00 am SJ Natalie Rabak + 

  10:30 am SJ For the People of St. James Parish 

Mon. Dec 2 7:00 am SJ All Souls Day Intentions + Advent Weekday: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 (175)  

Tue. Dec 3 7:00 am SJ Special Intention (H) Francis Xavier, p, ms M: Is 11: 1-10/ Ps 72: 1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17/ Lk 10: 21-24  

Wed. Dec 4 4:00 pm GCRC Eastern Rite Catholics Advent Weekday/ John of Damascus, p, r, dr:  
Is 25: 6-10a/ Ps 23: 1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6/ Mt 15: 29-37. (Xtmas program practice 6:40p)    6:00 pm SJ All Souls Day Intentions + 

Thu. Dec 5 7:00 am SJ Special Intention (H) Advent Weekday: Is 26: 1-6/ Ps 118: 1 & 8-9. 19-21. 25-27a/ Mt 7: 21. 24-27  

Fri. Dec 6 7:00 am SJ Special Intention (H) Advent Weekday/ Nicholas, bp: Is 29: 17-24/ Ps 27: 1. 4. 13-14/ Mt 9: 27-31  

Sat. Dec 7 8:00 am SJ For a Good Advent Ambrose, bp, dr M: Is 30: 19-21. 23-26/ Ps 147: 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/ Mt 9: 35 10: 1. 5a. 6-8  

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 

Bar 5: 1-9/ Ps 126: 1-2. 2-3. 4-5. 6 (3)/ Phil 1: 4-6. 8-11/ Lk 3: 1-6. 
Note: Immaculate Conception is txfrd. to 12/9 this year. It is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Sat. Dec 7 5:00 pm SJ Dan Schmidt & Family 

Sun. Dec 8 8:00 am SJ For the People of St. James Parish 

  10:30 am SJ All Souls Day Intentions + 

St. James Emergency Supplies: A duffle bag on top of the 
coat rack shelf, by the women’s restroom, contains basic medi-
cal supplies for use in case of an emergency. Equipment & supplies 
checked monthly. Questions: Lori Johnson. The AED is in a cabinet 

near the Holy Family & St. Joseph statues.  

Men interested in being installed Acolytes please talk to Fr. Lux & come 
to a brief planning meeting TODAY, Sunday, 12/1 at 11:45 a. 3 training 
sessions & a Recollection are needed. Current Acolytes could help w/ the 
training & attend this planning . Acolyte & Lector Installation Mass at 

Cathedral of the Risen Christ on Sat., Jan. 25, ’25 10am.  

6:30 pm (or 6:45 p) Preparation Presentation.  

7 pm- Exposition. Music. Silence. Prayers. Confessions available.  

7:50 p- Benediction/Reposition. Concluded by 8p. 

• Advent Adoration- December 5. 

• Prepare the Way of the Lord- December 12. 

• Come let us adore Him- December 19.             ! 

Immaculate Conception is celebrated on 12/9 this year b/c 

12/8 falls on an Advent Sunday which takes precedence. Holyday of 
Obligation Masses on Monday, 12/9, at 7 am & 7 pm. 
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mailto:mail@flocknote.com
mailto:stjamescortland@gmail.com
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St. Joseph, Protector of the Unborn,  
pray for us! 

AROUND THE LINCOLN DIOCESE (See www.lincolndiocese.org) & BEYOND:  

Religious Sisters Vocation Prayer Calendar 2024—Dec 1-7 

Please pray for young women to discern a vocation  
to the Sisterhood in our Diocese of Lincoln Motherhouses  

Seminarian Vocation Prayer Calendar 2024-25—Dec 1-7 

Isaac VanSkiver from  
St. Michael, Hastings, NE 

Propaedeutic 
Stage 

St. Gregory the Great  
Seminary 

Please pray for young men discerning a call to the priesthood in the Diocese of Lincoln. 

Sign up here to get Catholic Diocese of Lincoln events updates via Flocknote. https://lincolndiocese.flocknote.com/ 

Pope Francis’ December Intention: For pilgrims of hope: 
We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith,  
helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in our daily lives,  
& that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.  

Mary, Mother of Jesus. Pray for us. 

“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing & 
drunkenness & the anxieties of daily life, & that day catch you by sur-
prise like a trap.” Start your Advent Season right by signing up today to 
stay alert in your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Ex-
periences are: Feb. 14-16, ’25 in Lincoln, NE; Aug. 8-10, 2025 inLittleton, 
CO; Sept. 19-21, Grand Island, NE For questions contact: Brenda & Gary 
Granger: 402-370-5839. Space is limited, so reserve your weekend early. 
For more info please visit www.wwme.org. Follow on Instagram & Face-
book! @worldwidemarriageencounter 

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL RETREAT HOUSE has Fall weekend 

retreats for men & women of all ages. 

• DEC. 6-8: "THERE'S ALWAYS MORE w/ GOD" Women's Retr. w/ Marian Srs. 

• 12/12-15: "MEN’S SPIRITUAL EXERCISES" w/ Regnum Christi. 

• 4-DAY & 8-DAY IGNATIAN RETREAT options: 

Dec. 15-22, 15-18, or 19-22 with Fr. Coulter, Fr. Barak, Matt Simmons 

• DEC. 29-JAN. 2 OR DEC. 29-JAN. 3 with Fr. Coulter 

• Can't make a whole weekend retreat? DESERT DAY is a day of recollection 
& reflection, taking a day for silence & prayer to spend w/ Jesus, "going out 
into the desert" w/ Him, listening to Him in the silence of our hearts. By re-
moving distractions, it is a day to abide & rest in the Lord, allowing Him to 

speak by giving Him our complete attention. Learn more about Desert Days. 

• Our retreats are for either men or women & offered both in-person & online.  

• Full Retreat Schedule. Info & register at www.goodcounselretreat.org.  

• Scholarships are available, contact office for more info 402-786-2705. 

• We have an immediate need for volunteers to help welcome guests as 

they arrive to their retreat weekend. Do you have a heart for hospitality? 

Week of December 01, 2024  

 30 Minutes BC 30 Minutes—BC creatively explores the profound emo-
tions & intimate struggles of Mary & Joseph during the final 30 minutes 
before the birth of Jesus. As the clock ticks down, the couple navigates a 
whirlwind of hope, joy, & uncertainty, turning to God amidst it all. https://
watch.formed.org/videos/30-minutes-bc 

 Christmas (Part 1) | What Catholics Believe—Dr. Michael Barber an-
swers some of the Internet's most asked questions about Christmas. Is 
Christmas a pagan holiday? Why is Christmas celebrated on December 
25? What happened at the "first Christmas"? Find out the answers to 
these & more! https://watch.formed.org/videos/christmas-part-1-what-
catholics-believe 

 Nicholas: The Boy Who Became Santa—Here is the fascinating story 
of the boy whose love for others make him one of the most popular fig-
ures of all times. Today, more than 16 centuries later, the entire world 
celebrates the kindness & generosity of the man we call Santa Claus. 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/nicholas-the-boy-who-became-santa 

 Sign up for Formed: GO TO FORMED.ORG,&/OR DOWNLOAD THE 
FORMED APP. ENTER YOUR ZIP CODE. FIND OUR PARISH 

PreSchool / PreKindergarten / 
Kindergarten Open House – 

Sunday, Dec. 8, 9 a. - 10:45 a. 
With St. Nick visiting St. Peter 

Parish, all, esp. parents w/ 
children age 2 to 5 are invited 
to visit our PreSchool (ages 3-
4), PreKindergarten (ages 4-5) 
& Kindergarten (age 5). See 

classrooms & meet teachers 
to learn more about our early 

childhood faith & academic 
programs, incl. Catechesis of 

the Good Shepherd opportuni-
ties. Complete a “Pre-

application” to reserve your 
enrollment spot for the ’24-’25, 
’25-’26 or ’26-’27 school year(s) 
& visit w/ Administration to learn 
more about our PreSchool thru 

Grade 8 programs. 

Jubilee 2025: Pilgrimage to Italy– 
11 Days– Fr. Craig Doty leading. 

Visit: www.proximotravel.com.  
Call: 855.842.8001 

Dear Lincoln Diocese 
Parishioners, We 

hope you followed our Echoes 
of Faith: Remembering Our 

Catholic Inspiration project in 

Nov. 30 stories in 30 days 
about people who have passed 
away, but who still impact our 

Catholic faith. Stories from 
people across the diocese- 

priests, religious & laity- who 
are sharing inspirational stories 
we can all appreciate. Avail. on 

our diocesan website.  

Holy Hour Friday at the Pink Sisters on December 6 at 7:15 pm in the 
Pink Sisters' Chapel, 1040 South Cotner Blvd. Singing will be led by 
the Knights of the Holy Eucharist Brothers. Please help us pray for 
good vocations for our Diocese.  

Advent Meditation & Adoration evening on Monday, Dec. 2, 7:00-8:30 p., 
at St. Peter Church in Lincoln on the theme “Immanuel- God with Us!” 
All are welcome to attend an the free event sponsored by the Emmaus 
Institute for Biblical Studies. Vern Steiner, Emmaus president & St. Peter 
parishioner, will present a biblical talk on the background & significance of 

Jesus’ title Immanuel, followed by a time of Adoration & avail. Confession.  

…THE STREAMING OF A VITAL CUR-
RENT…. 

Friday, November 22. On that day I was 
made aware of the power of prayer. Without 
describing everything in stark detail, it be-
gan with a tree-cutting crew we had hired to 
cut down several huge elm trees growing 
too close to our house. After smoothly & 
safely taking down two of the trees, with 
the crew foreman suspended 70 ft. in the air 
in a bucket attached to a crane, the hydrau-
lic system burst a hose, & with the rush of 
fluid, the operator in the truck knew his 
foreman was in great danger of plunging to 
the ground. Through his com. system he 
warned him to be perfectly still, & called 
the hydraulic company for help. Through a 
series of commands from the company, he 
was able to safely lower him to the ground. 
Later, the operator shared his fear with us 
that the foreman could have died if he had 
used his own bucket controls in those first 
vital moments. 

Just a few hours after this, one of the 
crew was in a truck controlling a large grap-
pling hook, loading branches. Being una-

ware of the power lines lines high above 
our front field, he moved the boom of the 
“hook” & hit both of the wires, causing a 
great surge of electricity to pulse through 
the entire rig. He saw a flash & felt the ma-
chine shake as he managed to pull loose 
from the wire. Somehow he was not elec-
trocuted. Later, he told us that he thought 
his life was saved because of the thick, fiber
-filled cushion he was sitting on, which in-
stead of ‘grounding’ him, sent the electrical 
surge past him, to be stopped by a large pad 
under his truck tires. 

All this happened on Friday, while my 
sister was in the hospital fighting for her 
life, suffering from 3 heart stoppages, & 
Covid that had infected her brain. During 
the work going on outside the house, we 
were inside, besieging Heaven with prayers 
that she would live. We filled the very air 
surrounding our home with our petitions, 
asking for mercy, grace & healing from our 
Lord Jesus & His mother, Mary.  

It wasn’t until Saturday morning, once 
our prayers for my sister had been thankful-
ly answered, that we fully realized all the 

near death experiences filling the previous 
day.  

My early Friday morning on-line Medita-
tion came back to me with startling clarity.   

“Essentially a soldier, the Christian is 
always on the lookout.  
He has sharper ears and hears an under-
tone that others miss;  
his eyes see things in a particularly can-
did light,  
and he senses something to which others 
are insensible,  
the streaming of a vital current through 
all things.”  (Msr. Romano Guardini) 

If, as Christians, we “sense something to 
which others are insensible”, did we experi-
ence that “vital current” in the form of  
miracles taking place on Friday? If so, had 
they been in response to our prayers, filling 
& inundating our hearts & souls, & used by 
God’s will to heal & save? Did we witness 
the “power of prayer”? Only God knows! 

Love in the Spirit. -Diana McCown -
Eucharistic Revival Parish Point Person 

Did you know that 
there are many  

resources to help  
parishes continue the 

momentum of the 
National  

Eucharistic  
Congress thru the 

"Walk With One" 
initiative? Available 
in English, Spanish, & 

Vietnamese, these 
resources are great 

for helping your parish keep focusing on Christ in the Eucha-
rist, as well as inviting others to experience an encounter 

with our living Lord! Check them out at  
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/walk-with-one-parish-kit#parish-resources 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN SEWARD, NEBR. has opening for an 
energetic Catholic leader as Elementary School Principal, for 25-26 school 
year. Must be certified by the NE. Dept. of Ed. or be able to be certified w/ 
minimal effort. Preference given to applicants w/ successful administrative 
experience. St. Vincent de Paul is a PreK-4 elem. school located 25 miles 
W. of Lincoln. Interested candidates app. info: Msgr. Tucker: msgr.robert-
tucker@cdolinc.net or call (402) 643-3421. 

For Diocese of Lincoln Employment Opportunities, 
visit: https://www.lincolndiocese.org/diocese/employment 

40 HOURS OF EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT ST. MARY (LINCOLN). Begins w/ 
Mass Friday, 12/6 at 7 p, followed by Exposition, a Eucharistic Procession, & 
8:30-9 pm Confessions. 40 Hours concludes Sunday, 12/8 w/ a closing cere-
mony 1:30 - 2:30 p, incl. Confessions & Benediction. Sign up for a holy hour: 
www.tinyurl.com/3s3w3ns4. Parking information can also be found on our 
website at www.stmarylincoln.org/directions  

The Mother of the Word: A Biblical 
Study of Mary a 5-week (on Wednesdays) 
Emmaus Institute course 

on our Blessed Mother– starts January 8. Discover how the 
Old & New Testaments reveal the person & mission of Mary. 
Learn more & register via the QR code or at 
www.EmmausInstitute.net. 

All healthcare professionals, students in the health fields, & priests in the 
Lincoln Diocese are invited to the Annual Christmas Dinner for the Lincoln 
Catholic Medical Association to be held on Friday, December 6 from 6-10 
p.m. at the Venue Restaurant in Lincoln.  Cost is $75 per person.  Contact 

LNKCMA@gmail.com to RSVP.  
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